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provisions, and all other things pertinent to the work in great
abundance. And six hundred men also were ordered and
equipped, one hundred masters of masonry and carpentry and
five hundred for defence and service. And it was agreed that the
whole should be carried, as it was carried, in ureas1 and great
ships with the idea that they might not return or sail any more2,
and, besides these, there went other ships and caravels, strong
and sound, with many provisions, medicines, and rich wares,
and very honourable men and dependants of the king were ap-
pointed captains of these ships. After certain persons, to whom
this work was assigned, had already provided the king with
excuses for themselves for fear of the difficulties and perils in-
volved, the first man to accept it freely and to be willing to
undertake it was Ferna Louren9o, who was the secretary of his
exchequer and had charge of the treasury and factory of these
trades, afterwards being officially appointed. But the king, after
praising him highly and profusely thanking him for this offer,
as his goodwill deserved, refused him, on account of the same
charge with which he was entrusted. Then, being informed of
the virtues, loyalty, great courage and good sense of Diego da
Azambuja, a knight of his household, who had already been
proved in other affairs of considerable importance and great
peril, with words about the singular confidence, which he re-
posed in him, and promising him that he might expect great
rewards and preferments, he entrusted him with the work; and
da Azambuja, with others of very praiseworthy obedience and
1 The urea (hulk) was a large provision ship of up to 500 tons.
a Resende, in ch. 25 of his Chronica, develops this point: 'And because in
all the ocean sea there are no navios latinos [ships with lateen sails], except the
caravels of Portugal and the Algarve, the king caused it to be believed by all
that navios redondos [round ships, or ships with round sails] could not return
from Mina on account of the currents. And for this reason, he sent all the
stone, lime, tiles, timber, nails, iron-work and provisions in old urcas> so
that they might be broken up in that country, and so that men might say that
they were unable to return, owing to the currents; and so it was done in very
great secrecy .. . and all men were so sure of this that, during the lifetime of
the king, it was always believed that round ships were unable to return from
that country, and by this means Mina was always well guarded/ The advan-
tage of lateen sails was that they enabled a ship to tack and so proceed against
the wind. This was necessary on the return from Mina, for the prevailing
wind off the Mina and Malagueta coasts was south-westerly.